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That, I think—it’s a practical question, but
we need your help in getting through that.
You have a law like that in Arizona. You
wrote a law like that in California. And that’s
what we’re going to be asked when we go
up there to defend Senator Kennedy’s bill;
that’s where we’re going to be hit—‘‘Aren’t
you just creating a whole new category of
Federal crimes that are being prosecuted
anyway at the State level?’’ and all that sort
of stuff. And if you will help us, I think that
will be very good.

General Reno, do you want to say anything
before we wrap up?

[Attorney General Janet Reno stressed the
need to improve cooperation between Federal
and local authorities to report, investigate,
and prosecute hate crimes. Police Chief
Venegas advocated bringing the resources of
the Federal Government to bear on the issue.]

The President. Thank you.
Secretary Riley, do you want to wrap up

for us?

[Education Secretary Riley concluded the
panel and thanked the participants.]

The President. Thank you very much.
Ladies and gentlemen, as you know, we’re

going to break for lunch now, and then the
whole conference will resume. Again, I want
to thank President Trachtenberg and George
Washington, but I mostly want to thank all
of you, because the real answer to our suc-
cess in this endeavor is obviously that we all
have to work together. And all of you can
strike new energy into this entire endeavor
around the country. We will take our initia-
tives that we outlined today—we urge you
to give us more ideas—but you are actually
the heart and soul of this endeavor, and a
lot of you have stories that I wish all the rest
of us could sit and hear today.

Thank you for being here, and thank you
for being a part of the conference.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. in the
Dorothy Betts Marvin Theater at George Wash-
ington University.

Remarks at a Screening of Ken
Burns’ ‘‘Lewis and Clark’’

November 10, 1997

Thank you very much. Please be seated.
Welcome to the White House. To Ken and
to his daughters; Dayton Duncan and his
family; Harry Pierce, the vice chair of GM;
Elizabeth Campbell, founder of WETA; Mi-
chael Jandreau, the chairman of the Lower
Brule Sioux tribe; and of course, a special
word of welcome to Stephen Ambrose,
whose magnificent book inspired this great
film that Ken has done. To all the historians
and actors who brought this story to life,
you’re all welcome here.

I have looked forward to this night since
February when Ken Burns came to screen
his great film on Thomas Jefferson. That
night I asked him to come back when the
new film was done so we could set up Lewis
and Clark artifacts in the foyer, the way Jef-
ferson did. They’re out there—actually, he
had them here in the East Room at one
point. But I hope you’ve had a chance to
go out and see them, and if you haven’t, I
hope you will see them. They are the actual,
real McCoy. And I wasn’t sure at the time
I said we would produce them whether we
could or not, how many there were, and what
they would look like. But I’m well pleased,
and I hope that you will be when you get
to see them.

I also thought we ought to watch the film
here in the East Room where the expedition
really began. Meriweather Lewis lived and
worked in the East Room when he was Jef-
ferson’s personal aide. Mr. Jefferson’s office
was just down the hall, and he actually had
carpenters create two rooms for Lewis on the
south side of the East Room here, where Abi-
gail Adams used to hang her wash. There.
[Laughter]

Over dinner, Jefferson tutored his protege
in geography and the natural sciences, broad-
ening his horizons so that Lewis and Clark
eventually could broaden the Nation’s. It’s
not hard to see why Ken Burns embraced
the Lewis and Clark story. The journey of
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learning he embarks on with each new sub-
ject is really quite like Lewis’ journey of dis-
covery.

And if Ken Burns is the filmmaking
Meriwether Lewis, then perhaps Dayton
Duncan is the wise William Clark of this
project. Like Lewis and Clark, Ken and Day-
ton have been good friends for a decade be-
fore they started this recent journey and be-
came even better friends along the way.

Looking back with new perspective on the
story of Lewis and Clark exemplifies what
Hillary and I had in mind when we an-
nounced the White House Millennium Pro-
gram in August. Celebrating our new millen-
nium will be an international event, but we’ll
also mark it in a uniquely American way, by
highlighting American creativity, innovation,
and our insatiable desire to explore, as we’re
doing here tonight.

Lewis and Clark were America’s foremost
explorers, not only mapping out the contours
of a continent but also, in profound ways,
the frontiers of our imagination. In that way,
they are the forebears of those who have
given us the recent Mars expedition, those
who are building the international space sta-
tion, those who are hunting for the mysteries
of the human genome, those who are looking
for answers to the challenge of global climate
change.

We are grateful that Ken and Dayton, that
Stephen Ambrose, Gerard Baker, James
Ronda, Gary Moulton, and others have
helped to enrich our appreciation of Lewis
and Clark. That is a very precious gift to fu-
ture generations. Over the next 3 years, we
hope to inspire many others to offer similar
gifts in celebration of a new century and a
new millennium. We want to encourage all
Americans to participate in the millennium
celebration in ways that help us to honor our
past and imagine the future. And we’ll launch
a cultural showcase here at the White House
to highlight our artists, our scholars, our vi-
sionaries.

But I don’t want to get ahead of ourselves.
Tonight we’re here to see ‘‘Lewis and Clark.’’
And for that I turn to the incomparable Ken
Burns.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:10 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Ken Burns and Dayton Duncan,

coproducers of the film; author Stephen E. Am-
brose; Gerard Baker, Superintendent, Little Big-
horn National Battlefield Monument; and James
P. Ronda and Gary E. Moulton, program advisers.

Remarks at a Veterans Day
Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia
November 11, 1997

Thank you very much. Secretary Gober,
members of the Cabinet, members of the
Joint Chiefs, General Foley. Commander
Hitchcock, thank you for your example and
for that magnificent address. Leaders of our
veterans services organizations, ex-prisoners
of war, Gold Star Wives and Mothers, veter-
ans, members of the Armed Forces, my fel-
low Americans.

Almost 42 million Americans have served
in our Armed Forces over the great history
of our country. More than 25 million of them
are still with us today. That is a remarkable
gift for which we can be grateful, for today
we pay tribute to the men and women who
offered the highest form of service to Amer-
ica. In a world of constant change and uncer-
tainty, we can know with certainty that today
America is free, secure, and prosperous be-
cause of the gift of your service.

For different reasons, in different ways, in
different wars, and in times when we were
not at war, Americans of all backgrounds
have donned our Nation’s uniform and
pledged their lives to maintain our freedom.
From Belleau Wood to Normandy, from Iwo
Jima to Inchon, from Khe Sanh to Kuwait,
all the veterans we honor today gave some-
thing to serve. Many gave their lives. Others
bear the burden of injury for the rest of their
days. Still others made it through with bodies
intact but lives changed forever, perhaps
none more than our prisoners of war.

In this century alone, more than 142,000
Americans were held in prison camps or in-
terned. Seventeen thousand died during the
ordeal. The many ex-POW’s here today know
better than anyone the precious value of free-
dom because they have paid the price of los-
ing their freedom. Let us never forget their
very special sacrifice. And let us never waver
for a moment in our common efforts to make
a full accounting for all our MIA’s.
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